
B I L L 

To alter and amend the Law relating to the 
Qualification of Electors for Counties in 
Ireland in certain cases. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



ii? (£ 3 R (£ 2 S> every person claiming to be registered as an preamble: 
Elector for a County in Ireland, in respect of an estate of 
freehold in lands, tenements or hereditaments in such County, of the 
clear yearly value of Ten Pounds, is, under and by virtue of an Act 
5 passed in the tenth year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 

the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to amend certain Acts of the Parlia- io«eo. 4, 

c. 8. 

ment of Ireland relative to the Election of Members to serve in Par- 
liament, and to regulate the Qualification of Persons entitled to vote 
at the Election of Knight cf the Shire in Ireland," required to make 
io oath of the fact of his being in possession of such estate, and is likewise 
required to adduce further evidence in proof thereof to the satisfaction 
of the Assistant Barrister holding a court for the purpose of such 
registration : 

And whereas divers doubts exist, as well among the Judges of Ire- 
•5 land as among the Assistant Barristers presiding at Registry Sessions 

there, as to the true intent and meaning of the term, “ an estate of s. 2. 
freehold in lands, tenements or hereditaments, of the clear yearly value 
of Ten Pounds at the least, over and above all charges,” and likewise 
different opinions prevail as to the nature and as to the extent of the 
2o evidence which, under the said Act, may be given or be required in s. 7. 
support of or in opposition to such claim, by reason whereof con- 
572. a tradictory 
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tradictory decisions on the intent and meaning of the aforesaid provisions 
in the said Act have been given, and much difficulty, inconvenience 
and expense have been experienced and incurred by persons seeking 
to register such freeholds j and it is expedient that the above-recited 
qualification should be altered and amended in manner hereinafter 
provided, in order that the right to register thereupon as an Elector 
for a County in Ireland maybe more certain, and may be less difficult 
of proof than it is at present ; 



Qualification 
of Voters. 

J & 2 Viet. 
e. 5G, s. 65. 



5BC£ it ttjewfru* Cttactei), by The QUEEN’S most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT every male person being of 
full age, and also in other respects qualified by law to be an Elector of 
Knights of the Shire to serve in Parliament for Counties in Ireland, 
who shall prove, by reference to the rate-books of the Poor Law Union 
or Unions in which the property in respect of which he claims to 
register is situated, or by the production of the Poor-rate Collector’s 
receipt, containing the particulars hereinafter specified, that for Twelve 
calendar Months next previous to the day of registration he has been 
rated to and has paid the Poor’s-rates assessed upon the lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments, being in his own occupation, and held bon& 
fide for his own use and benefit, in respect of which he claims to be 
registered, and which in the rate-books of such Union or Unions are 
assessed upon a net annual value of shall be 

entitled to register as such Elector for the County in which the said 
lands, tenements or hereditaments are situated : Provided always, That 
such claimant shall have served the notice, and shall have taken the 
oath contained in the Schedule hereunto annexed ; and shall also have 
produced in the Court of Registration the deed or other instrument in 
writing under which he holds such estate in lands, tenements or here- 
ditaments, and that it shall thereby appear to the satisfaction of the 
Assistant Barrister presiding in such Court that the claimant does 
hold the same for his own life, or on the life or lives of some other 
person or persons, or for a term of years, of which term 
Y ears are then to come and unexpired. 



AND whereas many persons in the occupation of lands or tene- 
ments have built or have otherwise made permanent and valuable 
improvements thereon, whereby the net annual value of such lands or 
tenements, according to which they are assessed to the Poor’s-rates, 
greatly exceeds the rent reserved and paid for such lands or tene- 
ments, but does not amount to the full sum of 
by the year as hereinbefore required, and yet it is expedient that 
certain of such persons should be admitted to be registered as 
Parliamentary Electors ; BE it therefore Enacted, That every of such 

occupiers 
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occupiers who shall be by law in other respects qualified to 
become an Elector, and shall prove by the production in the Court of 
Registration of the deed or other instrument in writing by virtue of 
which he holds the lands or tenements in respect of which he claims 
5 to register, and also by reference to the rate-books of the Union or 
Unions, or production of the Poor-rate Collector’s receipt hereinafter 
specified, that for the Twelve calendar Months next preceding the day 
of registration he has been rated to and has paid the Poors-rates 
assessed on such lands or tenements, and shall thereby also prove 
10 to the satisfaction of the Assistant Barrister presiding in such Court 
that the annual value of such lands or tenements, as assessed to the 
Poor’s-rates, exceeds the rent to which he is liable in respect thereof by 
the sum of Eight Pounds by the year, shall be entitled to register 
as an Elector : Provided always, That it shall appear in evidence that 
1 5 such lands or tenements are in his actual occupation, and are held 
bona fide for his own use and benefit ; and it shall likewise appear 
by the deed or other instrument so to be produced as aforesaid, that 
he holds the same for his own life, or on the life or lives of some 
other person or persons, or for a term of years, of which term 
20 Years are then to come and unexpired. 

3 * 

And be it Enacted, That every Collector of Poor’s-rates shall. Collectors to 
in giving receipts for such rates, state and set forth from the rate- ] a ‘ rs 0 f p ro _ 
books of the Union in respect of which the said rates shall be made, P e e 2 ^ thcir 
and truly as the same are entered in the said rate-books, the following 
25 particulars; (that is to say) the name of the Occupant, the name arid 
description of the Property in respect of which the rate is collected, 
the name of the Barony, Union and Townland in which the same is 
situated, and the net annual value thereof ; and such receipt, being 
signed by the Collector of the Union, shall, if uncontradicted by proof, 

30 be evidence of the facts so stated therein. 

4 . 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Act may be 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. repealed. 



THE SCHEDULE 
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THE SCHEDULE 

To WHICH THE FOREGOING ACT REFERS. 



FORM of Notice to be served on the Clerk of the Peace for the County. 



County of 



Take Notice, That it is my intention to apply at the next Sessions to be holden 
at , to register as an Elector for this County ; and that 

the particulars of my qualification are as follows : 

A. B. 



To C. D. 



Name and Residence 
of 

the Applicant. 


Description and Situation of 
the Lands, &c., 

slating the Barony, Union and 
Townland. 


In Occupation of Lands, &cc., valued at 
£■ by the Year; 

or of Lands or Tenements, at £. 
by the Year beyond the Rent. 









The OATH to be taken by the Claimant. 

I, A. B., do swear, that I am in the actual possession of the lands [description 
thereof to be here inserted] for my own use and benefit, and that I hold the 
same by virtue of the deed or instrument which I here produce ; and that the 
life or lives on which 1 hold them was or were on the day of 

last, and as I verily believe still is or are, in existence ; and 
that for the Twelve calendar Months last past the same have been assessed to 
the Poor-rates of the Union of , in the County of 

, at a net annual value of £. ; [and to be 

added when the circumstances require it] and that the rent to which I am 
liable in respect thereof does not exceed the sum of £. 
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Parliamentary Franchise. 

(Ireland.) 



